
Trinity 17 

My dear Friends, 

One of the most difficult aspects of the recent lockdowns was the fact we could not welcome family or friends to our homes. 
Nor were we able to welcome anyone into our churches. Since the restrictions on private prayer and thereafter public worship 
were lifted last July and August, we have had live, in person services in our churches every permitted Sunday. As a result we 
were again able to welcome back our regular worshippers. Also we have welcomed several individuals and families who have 
only in the times of the pandemic come to us and have themselves become frequent attenders. Their presence and support 
is most appreciated. 

Last Sunday’s Gospel from St Mark reminded us of our Lord’s words “whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 
me”. We are all called to offer a Ministry of Welcome and do our part in making sure that anyone who comes through our 
doors must feel at home and at ease in our worship and in the community of parishioners. People do not only come for 
worship, for example, last weekend saw our first in-person Coffee Concert in St Edward’s which was warmly received. It 
should also have been our annual Open Doors/Heritage weekend at St Margaret’s. Regrettably the decision was taken earlier 
in the year not to do this again this September. In previous years our invitation has seen sometimes up to five hundred people 
visiting over the whole weekend. Such a possibility would be very difficult to manage under Covid regulations and guidance. 
However we have welcomed some specific organised groups, back in July, Roath Local History Society came for a tour given 
by our knowledgeable Jean Rose. They have since made St Edward’s the venue for their regular monthly meetings. 

This weekend we are delighted to welcome the Friends of Llandaff Cathedral who are coming for a tour of St Margaret’s at 
4.30pm and will then join us for our regular Choral Evensong at St Edward’s at 6.30pm. The Friends are a charity that support 
and promote the work of the Cathedral, our Mother Church. They have been particularly important in maintaining the fabric 
of the building and providing funds for the Cathedral music. The Friends make an annual pilgrimage and often travel further 
afield but this year we are pleased that they have chosen to come to the Parish of Roath. 

My thoughts this week turned to links we have with Llandaff. Perhaps the most significant architectural connection is the fact 
that the architect of the nineteenth century magnificent rebuilding of the Cathedral was John Prichard. He was then engaged 
by the Third Marquess of Bute to rebuild St Margaret of Antioch following the demolition of the medieval church. Much of 
what we see today was his design. There are connections too with the clergy of the parish, the Reverend D.J.Jones was Vicar 
of Roath in the 1920s. In 1931 he was appointed Dean of Llandaff and during his time he established the Friends of Llandaff 
Cathedral. He famously went through the bombing of the Cathedral in 1940 and its reconstruction in the post war period. 
One of his successors in Roath was Gwynno James who became Archdeacon of Llandaff before moving on to be Dean of 
Brecon. Another Vicar of Roath, Eric Roberts was also appointed Dean of Llandaff, however before he could move to the 
Deanery he was elected Bishop of St Davids! The parish of Roath had grown from a parish of a few hundred in the mid 
nineteenth century to some 30,000 in the 1930s. (Today our proposed Ministry Area of Roath and Cathays has a population 
of 73,000). The growth of the parish saw the establishment of new daughter churches which have subsequently become 
independent parishes, like St German’s and St Martin’s which are now part of our Ministry Area. All this growth in recent 
centuries prompted Canon J.C. Read in his book ‘The Church in our City’ to write ‘Roath is no longer a quiet country parish 
served by a nameless clergyman, but a parish famous throughout the Anglican Communion.’ 

There are not only clerical links with our parish, but also among the laity. The distinguished President of the Friends is Captain 
Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards. Many will remember Sir Norman as a Penylan City Councillor and sometime Lord Mayor of Cardiff 
who held one of his Civic Services at St Margaret’s. 

We as a parish first became corporate Friends of Llandaff in the fifties and still have the certificate displayed to prove it. We 
also have a more recent document showing our continued membership. We hope and pray that our links and mutual 
friendship will continue and flourish in the future with the Friends, the clergy and parishioners of Llandaff and, of course, our 
Diocesan Mother Church, Llandaff Cathedral.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


